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we fail to prepare the minds of workers to take advantage of this
opportunity. More fundamental is the fact that the great majority of
workers have no insight into the social aims of their pursuits and no
direct personal interest in them. The results actually achieved are
not the ends of their actions, but only of their employers. They do
what they do, not freely and intelligently, but for the sake of the
wage earned. It is this fact which makes the action illiberal, and
which will make any education designed simply to give skill in such
undertakings illiberal and immoral. The activity is not free because
not freely participated in.
Nevertheless, there is already an opportunity for an education
which, keeping in mind the larger features of work, will reconcile
liberal nurture with training in social serviceablencss, with ability
to share efficiently and happily in occupations which arc productive.
And such an education will of itself tend to do away with the evils
of the existing economic situation. In the degree in which men
have an active concern in the ends that control their activity, their
activity becomes free or voluntary and loses its externally enforced
and servile quality., even though the physical aspect of behavior
remain the same. In what is termed politics, democratic social
organization makes provision for this direct pai'ticipation in control:
in the economic region, control remains external and autocratic.
Hence the split between inner mental action and outer physical
action of which the traditional distinction between the liberal and
the utilitarian is the reflex. An education which should unify the
disposition of the members of society would do much to unify
society itself.
Summary* Of the segregations of educational values discussed in
the last chapter, that between culture and utility is probably the
most fundamental. While the distinction is often thought to be
intrinsic and absolute, it is really historical and social. It originated,
so far as conscious formulation is concerned, in Greece, and was
based xipon the fact that the truly human life was lived only by a
few who subsisted upon the results of the labor of others. This
fact affected the psychological doctrine of the relation of intelligence
and desire, theory and practice. It was embodied in a political theory
of a permanent division of human beings into those capable of a
life of reason and hence having their own ends, and those capable